
…(He)…  was in my office when 
you talked to him and he was 
externally happy and he had a 
very big smile on his face when 
he heard this great news. His   
(family)… will be more happy 

to hear this. You literally saved 
their lives. No matter how long 
it is going to take to bring them 

here, at least they have hope 
now. I would like to thank you 

all for accepting to sponsor this 
family. 

UPDATE #6  April 15, 2016 

A NEW PARTNERSHIP WITH ST. JOHN’S 
In UPDATE #5 (see http://www.sprig.me/news/) we told you about a possible partnership between SPRIG and 
St. John’s United Church. Since then the relationship has been confirmed. St. John’s, the legal entity, is the 
Community Sponsor and SPRIG, an informal group, is the Co-Sponsor through the Private Refugee Sponsorship 
Program of Canada and the Blended Visa Office Refugee Program. Together we will build on the bold vision 
initiated by St. John’s to have a refugee sponsorship initiative rooted in the community. St. John’s continues to 
hold SPRIG’s charitable donations. 

SPRIG MOVES FORWARD WITH TWO PROGRAMS 
1. Privately Sponsored Refugee (PSR) Program: Many members of the 

Syrian community in Canada want to sponsor family members to come to 
Canada, but not all have the financial means. The Family Link Initiative
connects these Syrian Canadians with Canadians who want to sponsor a 
refugee, but do not know a specific refugee to sponsor. Through the 
Privately Sponsored Refugee (PSR) Program these Community Sponsors 
can put forward the name(s) of a refugee or refugee family, and then use 
their own resources and time to fulfill the sponsorship responsibilities. 

Recently SPRIG met with a Syrian family living in Victoria who has family 
members in a precarious situation in the Middle East. The Steering Committee 
made the decision to Privately Sponsor their relatives and have begun to 
apply to bring this family of five here. It will take many months to work 
through the process both in Canada and abroad. Assuming they are approved, 
we expect the family to arrive some time in 2017. 

2. The Blended Visa Office Refugee (BVOR) Program: Through this program refugees in many parts of the 
world have been referred to Canadian visa posts by the UN High Commission for Refugees and are approved 
to come to Canada. Some of the costs of refugee resettlement are shared between the Canadian 
government and Community Sponsors. Because it will take many months before the Privately Sponsored 
family of five will arrive (see above) and because SPRIG donors have been so generous, the Steering 
Committee is confident we can also sponsor one or two refugees through the BVOR program. Assuming we 
are matched with refugees in this program, the first people sponsored by SPRIG could arrive on the Saanich 
Peninsula this summer. 

THANK YOU TO THE INTER-CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF GREATER VICTORIA (ICA): Although no longer a 
Constituent Group of the ICA, SPRIG has benefitted greatly from the help of ICA staff over the past months. They 
are a guiding light by providing supports and services to refugees and immigrants and to sponsoring groups. 

FIND SPRIG on Facebook. You can access SPRIG’s Facebook account without having a personal account. 
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